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APRIL 6, 2014 


MERCEDES-BENZ SUPERDOME + NEW ORLEANS 


VISIT WRESTLEMANIA.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT TICKETMASTER.COM 
OR CHARGE-BY-PHONE 800-745-3000 


#WRESTLEMANIA 


>MASTHEAD 


LET'S HEAR IT 
FOR 2013! 


Before we celebrate the impending New Year andthe 
WWE Magazine Awards, lets takea look back at 
what might be the best 365daysin WW. history! 





As another year іп WWE comes to а close, were already 
thinking about who's going to win the Royal Rumble (Page 18) 
and taking our 30° trip on "The Road to WrestleMania.” But 
let's not forget the sheer awesomeness contained in the 2013 
calendar. The eighth annual edition of the WWE Magazine 
Awards once again seeks to honor/dishonor the best and 
worst that the Superstars and Divas brought from the locker 
room to the ring and into your home for 365 days (Page 48). 
While you probably won't agree with all of our winners, we're 
pretty sure that the Superstar of the Year is a solid pick; how- 
ever, feel free to let us know where we went wrong by hitting 
us up on Twitter: @WWEmagazine. Were also celebrating the 
New Year with The Rhodes Family (Page 24) as well as 

the incomparable Diamond Dallas Page, who's got some 
excellent advice for all those January TF resolutions you'll be 
making again. And, as always, there's our end-of-year outtakes 
(Page 64) from all of our backstage photo shoots. So here's to 
2014. See you guys in the New Year! 





JOHN CENA 


PHOTOGRAPHY BY 


Marius Bugge ! | 
DIGITAL | BONUS 
IMAGING BY 

Eric Heintz Kaitlyn 


salutes 
Stone Cold! 





PAGE 42 
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Celebrate WWE TLC with video highlights 
from the 10 best TLC Matches ever contested, мо | 
featuring DX, Kane, CM Punk and more. \ L Cí 
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Catch the 
WWE TLC 2013 
Kickoff on WWE.com- 
Dec. 15" at 
7.30 p.m. ET 


DANIEL BRYAN ኳ 
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THE SHIELD 
VS. THE USOS 


OCTOBER 21, 2013 
MEMPHIS, TN 








When Cody Rhodes & Goldust 
captured the WWE Tag Titles, they 
also won a rather large target on their 
backs. In The King’s hometown, both 
The Usos and The Shield looked to 
send a message to the new titlehold- 
ers in a bruising bout. Roman Reigns 
nearly took off Jimmy's head with 

a clothesline, and Jey returned the 


favor with a kick, but the Rhodes boys 
joined the fight, creating chaos before 
either team could score the win. Clear- 
ly, they welcome the competition. 


PHOTOGRAPHY BY RICH FREEDA 
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EL TORITO 
CHASES JACK 
SWAGGER 
SMACKDOWN 


OCTOBER 18, 2013 


KANSAS CITY, MO 


Zeb Colter's big mouth got his Real 
Americans into another jam. Since Los 
Matadores debuted in WWE, Colter 
has taken to Twitter to complain about 
the high-flying duo and their raging- 
bull mascot, El Torito. While The Real 
Americans competed in tag action on 
this edition of SmackDown, the bull's 
eyes set on Colter, as he gored the mus- 
tachioed manager twice with his horns. 
The distraction cost Jack Swagger the 
match, but Los Matadores and El Torito 
still flattened him for his troubles. 


PHOTOGRAPHY BY CRAIG AMBROSIO 
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RUMBLE 
MATCH 


The Royal Rumble Match lends itself to 
strange friendships. Bam Bam Bigelow 
didn't make buddies easily, but the 
prospect of ruining Lex Luger's night 
was too good of an opportunity, so he 
joined up with Fatu to corner Luger. 
Dont buy friendship bracelets for 
these two, though, because partner- 
ships of convenience never last in 
WWE. Bam Bam and the Headshrinker 
went their separate ways shortly after 
this pic was snapped, and were each 
eliminated. It's every man for himself— 
but a BFF goes a long way. 
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CM PUNK VS. 
RYBACK (W/ 
PAUL HEYMAN) 
HELL IN A CELL 


OCTOBER 27, 2013 
MIAMI, FL 


What a difference a year makes. Last 
October, CM Punk climbed to the roof of 
the Cell to get away from Ryback while 
Paul Heyman watched on with worry. 

At this year's Hell Іп A Cell, Heyman hid 
from Punk on the top of the Cell while 
Ryback lay unconscious on the ringside 
floor. Heyman's newest "guy" learned 
that Punk is not to be messed with, as 
The Straight Edge Superstar drove him 
through a table with a top-rope elbow on 
the way to victory. Punk then scaled the 
Cell to corner his former BFF and sent 
him to bed with a GTS. 


PHOTOGRAPHY BY ERIC JOHNSON 
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Maximum length, in inches, of a kendo stick used by someone 18 
or older, per the rules of the International Kendo Federation. The 
word “kendo” means “the way of the sword" and is meant as ; 
method of building character through rigid training. A kendo stick 
is made of bamboo and frequently finds its way into Hardcore 
bouts—thanks in part to ECW's Sandman and Steve Blackman. 
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CM Punk and Ryback left the inside of AmericanAirlines Arena a 
mess after their destructive Hell In ል Cell Match. 
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Shawn Michaels's winning percent- — æ Number of days between the incorporation of the city of Miami 
age inside the Cell. НВК won three | ረ ብ i <a іп 1896 and the first and only time the city reached triple digits 
of his four Hell In А Cell bouts, which £ we — intemperature. Despite its proximity to the Equator—and its 
isthe best record of anyone who Ж | P reputation where "the heat is on"—Miami averages a tempera- 
has battled in more than two Cell « — ie ture only in the high 80s in summertime, and has never had а 
contests. (Batista is undefeated, ^ч, ar с / | * temperature exceeding 100°F. 
2-0, and Brock Lesnar, Kurt Angle ማሚ ረ ማሽ Pats аа P а ር с с. 
and Mark Henry won their only 
Cell bouts.) CM Punk's victory over 
Ryback puts him at 0.400— 
the fifth-best winning percentage. 
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Weight, in ounces, of the smallest 
high-definition camcorder, the 
Toshiba IK-HD1. The camera was 
released in 2008 and is, astonish- 
ingly, only 0.14 pounds. Sporting 
events typically use an ENG (Elec- 
tronic News Gathering) Camera, 
because the videographer can sup- 
port the camera's weight on his or 
her shoulder, freeing up both hands 
to zoom and steady the device. 
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Who Will Be The 
Next Rumble Star? 
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> Antonio Cesaro 
While his Rumble 
experience is slim, 
Cesaro's been a con- 
tinuous highlight reel 
the past year with his 
jawdropping moves. 
If, by any chance, he 
could clear a Rumble 
ring with a Ninja Tur- 
tle-like Giant Swing, 
that moment would be 
re-watched, and GIF'd, 
for years to come. 


18 ROYAL RUMBLE ON PAY-PER-VIEW JANUARY 26 


The Royal Rumbles history 15 marked by 
Legends suchas Stone Cold Steve Austin, John 
Cena, Kane and HBK. Each has left his mark on 
the signature match, but who among the crop 
of young WWE talent will step up to join them? 
Here's our case for these eight to do just that. 


0-0 0-0 






> Sheamus > Kofi Kingston 

In 2012, The Celtic Wamor The Wildcat's already 
became the first Superstar * made a name for him- 
since 2007 to go оп to self at the Rumble with 


his creative methods of 
avoiding elimination. 
But all the hand-walk- 
ing and chair-surfing 
won't mean much 
without a win. Victory 
1s much better than a 


highlight reel. 


claim the WHC after winning 
the Rumble. Sheamus also 
made the Final Four at 2013's 
event, Only four Superstars 
have won multiple Rumble 
Matches, and three are WWE 
Hall of Famers. That's a club 
Sheamus wants to be in! 


© 





> Alberto Del Rio 

In the first-ever 40-man 
Rumble, Del Rio emerged 
from the supersized pack vic- 
torious. In the year’s since, 
he’s cemented his place as 

a top villain in WWE, armed 
with a ruthless in-ring style. 
His manipulative wiles will 
assuredly see him to the end 
of the match yet again. 


ፎ ግ ጊያ 


> Cody Rhodes 

One of the highlights 

of 2013's event was see- 

ing Cody Rhodes square 

off in the ring against his 
brother, Goldust. Now, the 
two are Tag Team Cham- 
pions. Rhodes's stock is 
skyrocketing, and another 
big performance may be the 
magic bullet to get him into 
the main-event scene. 





EVERETT COLLECTION 
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> Ryback 

Ryback eliminated five men 
to make the final two in his 
first Rumble Match before 
getting ousted by Cena. It was 
nevertheless a dominant 
performance for a rookie out- 
ing. With Paul Heyman now in 
his corner, there's no reason 
why Ryback can't repeat that 
effort in his second opportu- 
nity at the event. 


Ф о 


> Brock Lesnar 

Brock Lesnar won the 
only Rumble he appeared 
in. But then vanished 
from the match. This Wreck- 
ing Ball needs to be back in 
the зо-тап melee. If he ever 
does decide to step into the 
ring again at the Rumble, the 
rest of the roster is going to 
head for the hills. He's that 
good. And that scary. 
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> CM Punk 

It’s strange that, fora 
Superstar who's had suc- 
cess in nearly every other 
major WWE stip, Punk has 
yet to win the Rumble. He 
has offered his fair share 

of memorable moments, 
however, and is building an 
impressive Rumble résumé 
as an also-ran. One win could 
make him a Rumble legend. 


Bb, 











| 


ኒ 

$ 
- 
1 


















HE BEST FORGOTTEN 
RUMBLE MOMENTS 


Bret Hartand Lex Luger touching the floor atthesame time; John Morrison 
crawling along the barricade; and Kofi Kingston hand-walking back into the 
ring—these are the Rumble moments that are seared into our brains. The follow- 
ingfiverecent events you may have forgotten about, but they re just as cool. 


፳፪ 2010 
Boston, MA 


Not only did CM Punk 
eliminate the first five 
Superstars he faced in 
the Humble but he also 
cut a sermon on each 
one after dumping 
them to the outside 
Triple H showed up 
and shut him up, but 
it was still one of the 
strangest beginnings 
we ve seen 


# ROYAL RUMBLE OR RUMBLE IN THE BRONX? 


Can you tell from these channel-guide descriptions which program eventis 
from WWE's Royal Rumble or the 1994 kung-fu hit Rumble іп the Bronx? 


`9 


1998 
Kansas City 


Mick Foley pulled 
triple duty as Cactus 
Jack, Dude Love and 
Mankind all in the 
same Rumble but was 
quickiy eliminated all 
three times, showing first "You Still Got It" 
that maybe, theres Award here. All action 
not that much power in halted when these two 
the numbers game aj- icons squared off All 
ter all. The Shield might | that was missing was a 
want to take notice coconut 


2008 

" New York, NY 
Setting the tone for 
future legend Rumble 
cameos, WWE Hall af 
Famers Superfly” Jim- 
типика and “Rowdy” 
Roddy Piper, won the 


2012 

Chicago, IL 
Despite being elimi 
nated from the (тац. an 
nourncers Jerry Lawler 
and Booker T refused 
to let their colleague 
Michael Cole steal 
Rumble glory. Just 


2011 

Denver, CO 
Showing early flashes 
of potential The Inter 
net Champ, mired in a 
rut, came into the ring 
on fire, beelining for 
Daniel Bryan and CM 

unk. Bryan eventually 

over a minute into his tossed Long Island iced 
first Rumble, the duo ሪ Over Ehe top rope, 
combined to drag Cole — but it was Zack Ruders 
fromtheringand back X first step toward his 
to the announce desk breakthrough 201 








An underdog overcomes insurmountable odds to score 
a big victory over a field of angry opponents. 





A physical altercation is highlighted by one man 
attacking the other with a car antenna. 


One man's conflict with his boss culminates in a public 
and violent confrontation. 





A brawl spills into a warehouse where refrigerators, 
stereos and a pinball machine are all trashed. 


>BRAWL 


| | As of late, Daniel Bryan's been pretty unlucky in the ring, 
| but very lucky in love, getting a Yes!" from Brie Bella. In 
anticipation of their pending nuptials, were offering our 
| ፳ readers a first glimpse at their unique WWE wedding registry. 


— — Lor 











NUPTIALS The highest Average number of 
N [ М በ F В C | elevation (їп feet) guests ata wedding, 
- of Big Sur. The according to 2012 
Somefairy-tale © popular mountain © Wedding Report. That 
figures aboutthat range in California means that Brie and 


is where Daniel 
Bryan popped the 
question. 


special day. Yes! 
Yes! A million 
times Yes! 


Daniel have room to 
invite the entire WWE 
roster and their dates. 
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30 YEARS OF 
RESTLEMANIA. 
ONE EPIC GAME. 
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Tcouldnt care less about what members of the 

WWE Universe think. Being a Jerk’ to them feels 
good to me, actually. I was born with a silver spoon іп 
my mouth.Tve always gotten things handed to me, 
but the topping on the cake is having talent enough to 
become a Paul Heyman Guy and becoming Intercon- 
tinental Champion. And when І see the WWE Universe 
standing in the airport at four in the morning begging 
for an autograph, I now have the right, as a Jerk of the 
Month, to ignore them. Thanks for that! 


учым #JOTM 








PHOTOGRAPHY BY RICH FREEDA 
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Every 30 days, WWE Magazine 
celebrates the rosters most 
malicious malcontents andallthe 
evil machinations they ve wrought 
onthe WWE Universe by honoring 
them with our prestigious trophy. 
say hello to this months bad guy: 
Curtis Axel. Oh, and Paul 
Heyman. too. 











THE PERFECTION INDEX 
We're Willing To Overlook 
Curtis Axel became a fixture on Raw in 2013 by 
aligning himself with the reviled Paul Heyman 
to become one of “his guys. But Heyman not 
only immediately helped him earn the Inter- 
continental Championship, but also turned 
the likes of Stone Cold Steve Austin and Brock 
Lesnar into stars, soif Axel's going to be a jerk, 
hes at least in good company. 





Kinda Jerkish 
It was pretty low for Axelto get in Bret Hart's 
face when the WWE Hall of Famer made a 
guest appearance on Raw. The Intercontinental 
Champ must be chomping on some of his dad's 
leftover beef with The Hitman from the early 
‘90s. How else do you explain stepping to not 
just а man, but a legend who wouldnt think 
twice about putting you in a Sharpshooter? 











Major League Jerk 

Axel might ve adopted Heymans meanness 
and opportunism, but hes yet to showcase his 

managers gift for gab. His seemingly perma- 

frown and his taciturn demeanor standing 
beside “The Walrus during his promos are not 
going to make him any friends. But then again, 

maybe that’s the point all along. 





YA Total & Complete Jerk 
Being a Paul Heyman Guy doesnt mean 
you have to be a Paul Heyman pushover. 
Axel is doing himself no favors fighting Heyman's 
battles for him and helping his manager stoke 
the fires of his rivalry with CM Punk. Let Ryback 
and Brock Lesnar do Heymans dirty work. It's 
time for Curtis Axel to do Curtis Axel. 








E MASCOT MANIA 





WHEN YOU MESS WITH THE BULL... 


Nearly three years ago, the Swagger Soaring Eagle captured 
the hearts of the WWE Universe. Now, El Toritois looking todo 
the same. But whos the greater anthropomorphic mascot? 





EL 
TORITO 


* Debut: 2013 


к From: Plaza de Toros 


к Size: 49 


* Lats: Protein, Нау, Spaniards, 3MB — 
* Secret Weapon: Really big horns 
к Speed: Upto 35 miles per hour  — 


* Predators: None 


™ Pop culture reference: Bevo, the 
Universi cy of Texas mascot 


— 








THE SWAGGER 
SOARING EAGLE 


* Debut: 2010 

= From: Perry. Oklahoma 

* Height/Wingspan: 687/60” 

= Eats: Fish, Leprechauns 

* Secret Weaporr Super sharp eyesight 
* Speed: 35 miles per hour 
* Predators: Poachers, Edge 
я Pop culture reference: National 
animal of the United States 





JACK SWAGGER: 

“The eagle was a unique addition to my stable. It's one of those 
things that || never be duplicated again. He was intimidating and fun- 
ny. He was as fierce as our country, but goofy as hell. He's currently 
living on a ranch in Oklahoma. He had a couple little baby eagles, 
but he's training every day. He'll be ready when | need him." 


WHAT'S IN A NAME? 


Ittooksometrial and error to arrive at 
‘El Torito. lakealookatwhathe could 
have been called! 

Roll Totino 


Taurus Buliba Briley Spears 


Н Gamino El Misquito 


Scoop АШ Ciclope Stan Pede 


Mantaur Dos 


Miguel Jordan 
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Rhodes Family Holida 


Dusty, Goldust and Cody share three of their favorite Christmas stories. 
‘They re great, but surprisingly lacking in face paint and bionic elbows. 
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“There was one time a grease fire started inthe 
kitchen. And the next thing you know. my farm- 
ily's putting water on it, and it's getting bigger. 
Апа | thought, Tm sure they know how to put 
this out. Then someone took a mason jar full of 
water, threw it on there, and the glass shattered. 
By then, the fire was browning the ceiling. Then 
my dad asked everybody to leave. like he was 
going to let the house burn down over a freak- 
ing grease fire I got up without saying a word to 
any of them, and I grabbed baking soda in the 
fridge and poured it over the fire. I dont have 
my family’s flair for the dramatic. I somehow 
ended up with a very bad case of adrenalitis.” 








— e ji JE 
1,1 በየአ) 


p d 


"Early on, when my wife апа I were running 
together, before the children came, Id have 
abig wrestling show on Christmas night in 
Atlanta. One year I was also looking for a gift 
for my dad, and [didnt have any money. But a 
couple days before the show, my brother and 

| went shopping for him knowing wed see 
him later at the event. He was a plumber, so 

| found this small plastic thing at a hardware 
store to hold all his nuts and bolts. And thats 
an ordinary story by itself, but when | gave it to 
my dad, he asked What is this? and he swore. It 
was the first time Td ever heard my dad swear. 
Over atoolbox, of all things. 


ILLUSTRATION BY GLUEKTT.COM 
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Its not easy marrying into the Rhodes family. 
Wereabunch of professional grapplers after all. 
But one year, my brother-in-law and my sister 
brought their new baby. Now, my brother-in- 
law played professional baseball in the minor 
leagues, and we were all playing Wii home run 
derby. some of us had had a bit of eggnog, so 
were having a little fun. And Wii controllers 

are not always easy to hold on to. 5o he swung, 
and that remote went flying. cracked the screen 
of thetelevision and barely missed the baby's 
head. Look, I know its hard to make a good 
impression, but leaving one on your baby's 
head isnt the way to do it^ 








important thing to 
throwing a punch? 
» People think a 
punch just comes 
through your arm, 
but it comes from 
your entire body. 
Your feet, your 

legs, and a twist in 
your torso and your 
shoulder. It's so 
much more than just 
sticking your arm 
out into the air. 


important thing to 
remember when tak- 
ingapunch? 





* As someone who has 


given and received a 
numerous amount of 
punches in my life, I'd 
say duck. But just don't 
до down. If you do, 
then someone can put 
their boots to you, and 
there's a good chance 
it'll be tough to get 
back up. Whatever hap- 
pens, stay on your feet. 


Who wasthe last per- 
son to truly hit Wade 
* That would have to 
be Big Show. He's obvi- 
ously about 500 pounds 
and his fist is as big as 
my head. The man is 
also a trained amateur 
boxer, so he knows just 
the right way to hit you 
and make it hurt. He's 
got me a few times and 
put me out so he's got a 
hell of a punch on him. 











Barrett thinks the Canadian holiday Boxing Day (for us, 
` the day after Christmas), needs more punching. 


most satisfying 
person to punch? 
> Гуе punched 
Heath Slater 
numerous times in 
the past, and he's 
probably the most 
annoying person 

in the locker room. 
Punching that ginger 
is always bound to 
bring a huge round 
of applause from the 
room and makes me 
feel like a hero. 


WHY ARE RESOLUTIONS POPULAR? 
It's about new beginnings and a fresh 
start. But you can do that everyday: Make 
a list, every day, of what you want to 
do—put it on your phone if you must—and 
cross off things as you do them. 3 
Youll be amazed at what you ac- 
complish when youre done. 


WHAT DO YOU SAY TO SOMEONE 

WHO WANTS TO CHANGE SOME- 

THING ABOUT THEMSELVES? 

You can change your state of mind in an 

instant. Focus on a goal, something that's 
ማሜ positive. Instead of something that 

5 wrong with you that youre going 

> „ tochange. 








ISITIMPORTANT TO HAVE AMBI- 
110ህ5 GOALS, OR ASERIES OF 
SMALLER, EASIER GOALS? 

| think they're both pivotal. When | first 
started wrestling, | never thought | ህ be 
World Heavyweight Champion. — 2 — 
So it's important to have dream E1 
goals, and even daily goals. — 





WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU НАМЕ А 
SETBACK? 

| hita wall with DDP Yoga before it took 
off and there was a chance I'd lose a lot of 
money, and | was down. But | changed my 
(“9 mindset. І call it “living with ап atti- 













| # tude of gratitude”—simply focusing 
WA t. on what you do have. 


3" 





FINALLY, HOW DO YOU STAY FOCUSED 
ON THE TASK OF CHANGING? 

You dont learn anything from winning— 
you do it from losing, falling down and 
making mistakes. It's best to get it out of 
your system early. Because you'll learn 
from it, and it'll make you better. 

















Somesaytheyadd 
character. Others call them 
permanent souvenirs. 
And whether Superstars 
received them inside 
thering or out, to the 





members of the WV 
locker room, these “badges 
of honor’ all tell stories that 
they (and you) aremost 
likely never to forget. 


9 
Big EL 
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“In January 2006, | was playing col- 
lege football at lowa. 1 was injured, 
but I was still with the team, just 
training on my own. I was bench- 
pressing, doing ‘heavy triples,’ which 
are sets of three until you can’t go 
any heavier. I wasn’t lifting a lot of 
weight, but during one set, I felt a 
pop and a tear in my pec right at 
the tendon. | couldn't move my 
shoulder after it happened. As 
serious as it was, it was actually 
the least painful of my injuries. It 
was bad, but not nearly as bad as 
tearing my ACL or fracturing my 
patella. The scar on my shoulder 

is from the reconstructive surgery. 
I spent four weeks in a sling, fol- 
lowed immediately by rehab with 
the football program, working on 
range of motion for about three 
months. It took a while to get my 
strength back, but І did, and І came 
back stronger than ever.” 
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WWE Alternate Realities 


Join us as we transcend space and time to explore what might have become of 
WWE were we to alter certain history-making moments in wrestling history. 
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Total number (in days) of 
the existence of Evolution in 
WWE (1/20/03- 10/3/05). 


WHAT IF? 





FACT: 

4 In 2003, Batista joined Randy 
Orton, Ric Flair and Triple H to form 
Evolution, one of the most dominant 
factions in WWE history. 


BUT SUPPOSE... 

› After being scouted by Ric Flair, 
The Animal declined the offer, and 
instead, John Cena was picked as the 
stable's powerhouse enforcer. 


ENTER THE NEW 
ALTERNATE REALITY 

* Triple H immediately sets 
Evolutions sights on his biggest 
threat, Goldberg. At SummerSlam, 
The Game defends his World Champi- 
onship in an Elimination Chamber 
Match with the aid of Evolution 
members Randy Orton and John 
Cena. Although The Game retains, 
early signs of mutiny emerge. 


> On Raw, Evolution continues their 
dominance, winning every Raw title 
at Armageddon. Much to the chagrin 
of The Game (who has his hands full 
with Shawn Michaels), the other 
three members of Evolution enter the 
2004 Royal Rumble—where John 
Cena walks away the winner after 
Flair and Orton eliminate each other. 


› Tensions rise asit becomes clear 
Cena will challenge Triple H at WMXX 
for the World Heavyweight Title. But 
once Eddie Guerrero defeats Brock 
Lesnar at No Way Out for the WWE 
Championship, Triple Hs masterstroke 
is revealed—Cena will challenge 
"Latino Heat" at WM so Evolution can 
expand its influence and reach into 
SmackDown in a diabolical effort to 
conquer all of WWE! 


THE CONSEQUENCES 

» John Cena wins the WWE 
Championship at WrestleMania XX 
and subsequently takes his talents to 
SmackDown to begin recruiting for 
Evolution Blue! 


› Triple Н maintains a stranglehold 
on Monday nights, as Evolution Red 
continues to dominate all opponents 
they face on Raw. 


з And what of Batista? Then Thursday 
night's newest Superstar unleashes а 
new look—wearing dragon-influenced 
face-paint. Will he join Evolution Blue? 
Or will he bethe new face of the WWE 
Universe? Well that's another story for 
another place and time... 
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Aso-called Real American and መሙ 
"UltimateImmigrant submits Fe 
toa WWE Magazine bag check, 
andreveals whats stuffed inside 
Antonio Cesaro’s suitcase—lots 
of Toblerone and Hicola! 


1. Swiss Army Knife 
1 was іп the Swiss army when | was 
20 years old, but most start at 18. You get 
the knife with your uniform and your rifle. 
You actually use the Swiss army knife to 
adjust the rifles target system. I've been 
using it to open packages lately” 


“Thats the jersey of the Swiss national 
team, who just qualified for the 2014 World 
Cup. It was a gift. Number 10 is usually 
reserved for the best player." 


3. Swiss Edelweiss Shirt 
“This is a traditional Swiss shirt histori- 
cally worn by the farmers who live in the 
mountains and herd their sheep and cows. 
Its really worn during any time of year.” 








"Tr 
“Lifting is a big part of my life and routine. 
These аге for Olympic cleans and snatches. 
They give you more balance and strength, 
for example, when youre performing a 
front squat: The soles arent rubbery, so 
they give you more traction and control.” 


5. Headphones 


"Everyone wears those Beats headphones, 





but [support Sennheiser, with their quality YI 
German engineering.” К 
6. Wrestling Boots z6 
Tve had this pair for about a year. ПІ get ЕТ 
another couple years out of them. You © 
have to polish them, air them out and put Я ሃን 
shoe trees in them to make them last.” о 2 





7. Rugby Ball z=" 
"My rugby days are behind me, but what Г — 


does being a Real American mean? Well, | E: Е 
l'm the ultimate immigrant. The ultimate = и 
immigrant would play rugby. Thus, lam : 4 
enhancing this country by just being here.” 3: 


The Working Dead 


In their mismatched tights and lost looks, these 
local talents might be easily confused for zombies. 
Butthey donteat muchofanything. Just catering. 
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Brains?? 


Watch the hung head 
and limp arms. These 
jobbers are either 
swaying toward the 
ring tobe pulverized 
by a Superstar, or 
hoping to snag the last 
chocolate chip cookie 


Take a gander at these 
four. Youmight be 
looking at the next 
Internet Darling or 
WWE Champion. It's 
possible—someday. 
But today, theyre just 
Ryback food. 


> Light Up The Eyes | 


To defeat a local сот: 
petitor, you dont have 
to just target the head. 
You can target any- 
where really. They re 
like a3 Ninjas dummy 
that lights upno mat 
ter where youhitit. 


> No 24 Chances | 


When there is በዕ more 
room in the indies, 

the dead will walk the 
backstage hallways of 
Rawand SmackDown, 
looking for their 
changing room. 





Looking at this group 
of local competitors, 
youd think they've 
developed a horde 
mentality. But num- 
bersdontmake them 
stronger, its just more 
batting practice for our 
WWE Superstars. 





WWE TREND WATCH 


Where WWE Magazinetakes 
the temperature of the hottest 
crazes and decides whats hot 
and whats not. In this edition, 
Movember might beover, but 
not forthe Superstars, whove 
let their facial hair go wilder 
thanaFunkadactyl fight. 


THIS MONTH: BEARDS 
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111 Те Life afa 9, 
T-Shirt-Destroying, 
. Pipebomb-shelling, 
* Black-Widowing, 


_DivasChampion. ~ 











о AJ, do you keep а diary of 
everything that's happened to 
I love writing, and I've made jokes 
about having a dream journal, but no, 1 don't keep 
one. I’m super paranoid about someone reading 

it. The only diary Гуе ever kept was а small journal 
of all my matches from my first year wrestling. 

It ends around the first year in FCW and the live 
event match, which was my first official WWE bout. 
My dream of all dreams is to write a book one day. 





Have you ever written a note to your future self 
that you've now gone back and read? 

No, but it is nice to remind yourself that nothing 
comes to you. You have to, no matter what, wher- 
ever you think you are, you still have to fight for 
everything; and that's what I've never forgotten— 
I’m just a natural fighter because of where I've been 
and how I've grown up, and not everyone realizes 
that’s what is necessary. 


Now that you are the reigning Divas Cham- 
pion, do you finally feel like an adult, and that 
this isn't all just a dream? 

І don't think ГЇЇ ever feel like an adult. I've really 
grown and figured out what I can do on my own 
and that was the scariest thing in the world. Now 

| feel like where I am is being able to help other 
people. I've gotten to do everything I've wanted to 
do, and now it’s about how 1 leave this business 
better for everybody else. So it's a really weird 
transition to make in two years, but my goal now 15 
for people to say, "Yeah, I have to watch the girls, I 
need to tune in and see what the Divas are doing." 
We're getting there and it's been getting super 
interesting for months. That's super cool and Гуе 
been really lucky to be part of it. That's the matu- 
rity level I think I've reached in the past year. 


Whats your biggest, most important accom- 
plishment in WWE that we don't necessarily 
know about yet? 

Probably everything it took to get my T-shirt 
produced, and I know that sounds pretty silly. It 
was really hard, and it had been five or six years 
since they had put the machine behind a woman 

in that way, and there was so much doubt and 
people saying no. It was a year-long fight to get it 
done. When Kaitlyn became popular, they didn't 
give it a second thought; in two seconds, they 

said, "OK, let's give her a shirt." That's what 1 

want to see and that's what I was talking about 
when I made my big promo. 


5o about that so-called "pipebomb-shell" 
promo that you delivered on the August 26, 
2013, edition of Raw—take us back to that night. 
Whatledupto that verbal explosion? 

That was a really interesting time. As the story 
goes, | was asked to be on Total Divas, and I turned 

it down. Then, because of that decision, it became a 
bit of a hostile work environment between myself 
and the Divas on that show. I hadn't been myself 
about it and I was very upset. The Chairman basi- 
cally said, "If she's upset, let her ео out there and 
tell us why." Never has anyone on earth trusted 

me as much as he did with that. No one knew 
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"Never has 
anyone on earth 
trusted me as much as 
Mr McMahon did 
with that.” 


SS 


what was going to happen. I wasn't trying to make 
people mad, I was just trying to say what was on 
my mind. People might like me or hate me for 
what I said, but as long as someone is picking a 
side, that means they're into it. 


Your new(ish) submission maneuver, the 
Black Widow, literally drains your opponent's 
energy. It appears to be a very personal mes- 
sage youre sending with that move. Was that 
the idea behind it? 

The idea behind it came from people actually 
calling me “Black Widow” because I would enter 
these guys’ lives and destroy them. ላ lot of 

people would say that's a negative thing, but I 

tried turning it into a positive. | really love that 
move. Antonio Inoki used to use it in Japan. Nor- 
man Smiley taught me how to do it in FCW, and I 
fell in love with it. I'm also really tiny, and I can't 
throw anyone around іп the ring. So you know, 

it's my only weapon. 


Did Norman Smiley also try to show you how 
to perform the “Big Wiggle”? 


I think he did attempt to do that in my FCW career, 


but it's like looking into the sun. You can't look 
directly at the Big Wiggle, but you also you can't 
look away from it. 


ring or all the extra media appearances that 
you now have to make? 

You know what's funny? | got hurt about two 
years ago and was fairly limited as to what 1 could 
do in the ring for a while. | spent all this time not 
in the ring being a manager ога GM. And there 
was part of me that wondered if I could handle 
getting back in there and being able to grapple 
anymore. Believe me, it was really cool starting 

to compete again and then becoming champion. 
But it's what I love to do. What I wanted to do, all 
along, was be out in the ring. The other stuff is 
very difficult, though. І was with Dolph Ziggler for 
а long time, and we would have these early-morn- 
ing radio appearances together that we would 
make on no sleep at all for me. But he's a little 
media machine. Stuff like that 1s kind of over- 
whelming. He doesn't tum it off. He never shuts 
down. Whereas for me, it's just a lot easier to be 
in the middle of the ring in front of a thousand 
people than doing one-on-one interviews. 


Speaking of Mr. Ziggler, you spent a lot of time 
with him and other WWE Superstars on the 
road to becoming Divas Champion. What did 
each of them teach you? 

1 started with Daniel Bryan, which was weird 

and awkward because we both were fairly new 
here. People didn’t know us or maybe they didn't 
believe in us and we were both super underdogs. 
With CM Punk, he was one of the first Superstars 

to walk me around and be a mentor and a teacher 
to me. | feel like | learned so much from him. After 
that, John Cena taught me so much about the 
business, and he took me to the next level. With 
Dolph, it was really the first time І was someone's 
partner. We figured so much out together for 
almost nine months. | don't know if I could be 

here without any of them. 


You're back to hanging out with the ladies 
these days. Tellus about your new friend, 
Tamina Snuka. If you're Shawn Michaels, then 
she's your Diesel, right? 

1 like to call her Lady Diesel. But we are not Two 
Dudettes with Attitude. | don't think I could ever 
betray The Chickbusters and come up with another 
women's tag team name, though. Maybe when I 
stop kicking Kaitlyn's face in and she stops Spear- 
ing me, then, maybe—maybe—one day we can 
finally resolve our issues. 


How can you possibly top what you did this 
year in 20147 

I don't know if I can top it, personally. But what 
would make me happiest is for people to get to 
know and like all of the women on the roster like 
they did me. It's not just that the Divas are all 
sparkly and look alike. 1 want people to know that's 
Kaitlyn. And that's Brie. And that's Tamina. We're 
getting there and my goal this next year is for 
everyone else to know. Hate me or love me, but at 
least have an opinion. 
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2013's Big Hops, 
Catfishes & Fails! 


Before you find our picks for the best of the past year 
inWWE-moments well remembera lifetime— 
heresone|lastlookatafew were hoping to forget. 





Just as painful 


WE | The Miz Wears 


Fandango's Gear 
Fandango gets а pass 
on his flamboyant look 
because that entrance 
theme 15 so catchy. But 
The Miz? His attempt 
succeeded in finding 
the one thing that made 
us miss his three-quar- 
ter Capris from ECW. 





> Big E Dumps Kaitlyn 
The Great Cathishing 
of Kaitlyn culminated 
in the worst on-screen 
humiliation since Lisa 
Simpson broke Ralph 
Wiggum’s heart. And 
while Kaitlyn would 
appreciate the refer- 
ence, the moment was 
weird, and more than a 
little uncool, 





* Show Stops WWE Battleground 

Members of the WWE Universe were anxious to 
see a WWE Champion finally crowned at WWE 
Battleground. However, Big Show decided to use 
that night and the main-event match to pitch a 
Kanye West-sized tantrum in the middle of the 
ring, laying out both The Viper and Daniel Bryan. 


* The Can-Dheli Connection 

Before her fairy-tale wedding to Tyson Kidd, 
Natalya was doomed to be Cinderella, slaving away 
while others had all the fun. Case in point: her odd 
pairing with The Great Khali. Did they bond over 
their countries' shared history as British colonies? 





KICK OFF THE YEAR WITH RAW! 





Of late, the yearsfirst Raw has earned areputation for starting off thingsinstyle. What will 2014 bring? 














THE HITMAN COMETH -. | 50 АМЕЅОМЕ | КАМЕ АТТАСК5 TLC XIV 
January 4, 2010 | January 3, 2011 January 2, 2012 January 2 2013 
Bret Hart got (some) The Miz proved he was The Big Red Monster Even an appearance by 
closure, and a swift kick in one tough cookie in this debuted a new mask and The Shield couldnt ruin 
the groin in his first WWE hardcore, PPV-worthy Falls an even more sinister side this classic match between 
appearance since the Count Anywhere Match when he attacked John CM Punk and Ryback. Just 


Montréal Screwjob. against John Morrison. Cena at Raw's end. its ending. 
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Flock to www.madmagazine.com 
or call 1-800-4 MAD MAG 


Mon-Fri 8.ጠ. - 12 a.m. Sat 9 8.ቪ. -6 p.m. Eastern Time 
519.99 offer valid for U.S. and Canada orders only! Foreign orders please add 510. 





If under 18, please 
be sure to get your 
parrot’s permission! 
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LOOKING BOSS 
LIKE RICK ROSS! 


After 17 years with Mark Henry, 
you might think you've seen it all. 
We've seen him drag semis, break 
records, and stoop us with a fake 
retirement speech. But this Octo 
ber, he delighted us in a new way. 
A slim and trim Worlds Strongest 
Man got creative this Halloween 
by bringing rap to the ring with 
this accurate impersonation of 
emcee and songwriter Rick Rods. 
We could barely tell the difference! 
Heres a side-by-side comparison 
of the two heavy hitters. 



















She's A Pistol! 



















Rosa mentioned 
wanting to be a 
telenovela star in the 
December issue, but I 
think she's made for 
the big screen! I'm 
curious, what's her 
favorite movie? 

Janet H.; Springfield, IL 


| Rosa told us she loves 
American crime dramas, 
| specifically, Goodfellas! 


"| know every line from 
it. It really captures what 
was going on during that 
violent time. Those are 
the types of movies | like 
to watch, ones that feel 
real, transport you into 
the world they're in." 


Did you dress in WWE gear this year? 

If so, we want to see it! The coolest 
costume will win a copy of Best of WWE 
PPVS so send your Superstar getup to 
MAGAZINE@WWE.COM! No tricks, 
just treats, we promise. 





| Champions On 
Champions! 
David Ortiz isn't rocking а 
“Я replica WWE Champion- 

| ship belt to celebrate 
the Boston Red Soxs big 
World Series win; hes got 
the real thing courtesy of 
H-time Champ John Cena! 


My bands morale is way down since our last ' 
gig, апу advice on how to raise our spirits? 


GEORGIA F. OSHKOSH, WI 


HAVEAQUESTION  "Hardtosay because everyday isa party 
FOHASUPERHSIAH?  for3MB.Butjustgettogether androck 
LETUSKNOW!  faces,reconnect again through the music." 











ARTISTS’ CORNER AND THE WINNER IS... 





.../4ቭ 


FAN ART OF 
THE MONTH 


Werte always seeking 
unique drawines of 
Superstars. If you ve got 
thetouch, send your 
work our way! 


2006'S TEAM DX! 


Email MAGAZINE@ 

WWE.COM and we 

just might publish your inour Nov.issue, we setupan Ultimate 
doodles! This month, Survivor Series leam Tournament, and then 
we're giving away a copy asked vou (the WWE Universe) to choose the 
of WWE Battleground bestsquadofalltime! Theresults were first 





UIN өн TM MARK P., via email TERRELL C., via email revealed exclusively on the WWE App! Con- 
КЫЗЫ ыгы „ыы. grats, Team DK апа Assistant Editor Kayla 
Parent, who wona pizza party! 
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Help us make returning to the civilian job market easier on our veterans. 
Visit www.HireHeroesUSA.org or call 1.866.915.4376 
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: Ask Kofi Kingston... 


? @Truekofi 


The Wildcat jumps to answer your Twitter questions about the casting 
of the new Batman, the advice he always gives to the rookies, and the 
one thing heis better at than everyone else on the roster. 






(Ф Whatis the last animal you would © Out of everyone on the roster, whom 
want to be, out of the entire animal ገ POO PEON ys ee pee ис 
kingdom? stry with? Nella V.; Athol, MA 

Ф A snail It can't do anything else but hide + Dolph Ziggler. We've had about 500 
іп its soft shell. Id be working with no kind matches at this point, and are almost 
of offense and a very limited defense. forced to have that synergy. 





been your most innovative 

move to date in WWE? 

Blair E.; Ashley, IN 
& The ladder stilts Imade at 
WrestleMania XXVI. To doit in 
front of thousands of people was 4 
incredibly nerve-racking for me. 
Hopefully, no one noticed how 
on edge | was! Literally. 





Eee Batman the wrong way, 
and all of hisnew work has 
| А \ been stellar. There's a big 
— р —_ НЕ = НА 1 difference between the old 
| Ben Affleck, and the new one, 
Wha ر چ‎ aa aaa and it should be all good. 
| * Benand ገን а limited n Red Velvet 
ice-cream pint, and I tweeted a picture of the one! | 
bougl t Within 10 minutes, I had already eaten the © Outside of the ring, what 
thing, and I tweeted a picture of that. For some are you better at than 


















ишан кшт esr sep нае anyone else on the roster? 
followers, sol indulge them E መ HE Brad Е; Sacramento, CA 


— — — + | can beat anyone on Xbox 
Live. My passion for video 


games has done me well 

| What advice do you always give rookies when they over the years, and theres 
ask you for it? Tammy Е.; Aberdeen, WA no one on the roster or 

*- [had achance to go down to the new WWE Perfor- anywhere that can beat me. 
mance Center the other week and talk to the Doesnt matter what game it 
up-and-comers. The main point I tried to get across is. There are a few Super 
was to stay positive, and dont give in to the stress and stars who dont even want to 
frustration of not getting called up to the main roster. play with me anymore. 





GOT A BURNING QUESTION? 


* Inthe coming months we'll be soliciting Twitter questions for Fandango, Cody Rhodes and Goldust. Fire off your 
best queries оп any subject to: ММ Етадагіпе. Who knows? If your questions are interesting enough, one of 
them just might make it into WWE Magazine! And you thought the Web was just for Bad Lip Reading videos. 


BY RAYLA PARENT 


© What is your plan for the future, when 
you decide to retire? Dan B.; Reno, NV 

*- My main goalistosave as much money 
as possible here, so by the time it's all said 
and done, I can do whatever I want. I have 
no idea what that will be, as being а 
Superstar is my only focus right now. | 
will say that I will be working for myself, 
and not anyone else. 





WWE GOES PINK! 


The Superstars and Divas join the 
fight against breast cancer! 


@StephMcMahon 
@WWECommunity: @WWE Goes 
pink with @SusanGKomen. We 
are proud to support in the fight 
against cancer. 





@Kaitlyn WWE 

Support 2 great causes. Breast 
cancer research and the #8thMili- 
tia. Pink is in this month! 


@JohnCena 

Folks, take 2min today and learn 
how to change your future. 
#G0Pink take the pledge. #riseab- 
ovecancer. 





@NatbyNature 

| ጠ 50 inspired by Maggie 
@Nationwide Children's hospital 
today. Such a brave little girl. 
#friseabovecancer. 





@ZackRyder 

GET THE GEAR. JOIN THE FIGHT. 
WWE & Susan G. Komen are Team- 
ing Up Against Breast Cancer. 


| @TitusONeiIWWE 

Very emotional Day 4me atia 

С WWE #RAW but was a great way 
2 Tribute My Grandmother. 
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Power Up! | 


Build explosive strength 
and power with this 
total-body circuit, 
demonstrated 
by TheShield's 
Roman Reigns. 


The explosiveness 
needed to deliver a 
stomach-destroying Spear 
like the one employed by 
Roman Reigns requires great 
amounts of strength and 
power. “This workout focuses 
on both these qualities by 
using both upper- and lower 
body plyometrics as well 

as big, compound lifts with 
smaller repetition ranges, 
says trainer Dan Trink, CSCS 
peakperformancenyc. 

com. [he goal of which 

is to improve your overall 
strength-to-body-weight 
ratio.” First things first— 
explode off your keister 
and get going! 


BY MAX BAKKE 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY 
JASON TANAKA BLANEY 




















CHEST DIPS 


Hold your body up at arms 
length above the set of 
parallel bars with your legs 
crossed behind you. Breathe 
in, and lower yourself slowly 
until your elbows forma 
90-degree angle. Reverse 
the motion and breath out, 
using your chest to bring 
your entire body back to the 
start. Squeeze your chest at 
the top of the rep. 
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BOX JUMPS 

Four sets of five reps 

Set your feet with both 
knees bent and hips and 
arms back. Now, jump from 
the floor, landing on the 

top of the box. Do not step 
into the jump—you want 
your feet to begin in a static 
position. The goal is to land 
softly with flexed knees and 
hips back. Don't buckle your 
knees on landing. Superset 
with plyo push-ups. 





BARBELL 

FRONT SQUAT 

Three sets of sixreps 
Rack the bar across your 
collarbone and front delts, 
making sure to keep your 
upper arms parallel to the 
floor. Hinge your hips and 
knees and squat as low as 
possible while keeping a 
vertical torso. Forcefully 
drive up into the start posi- 
tion and repeat. Superset 
with bench press. 











PLYO PUSH-UPS 

Four sets of fivereps 

For an advanced chest blast, start at the top push-up position ana 
slowly lower yourself towards the ground, keeping your elbows 
tucked toward your ribs. When you reach your bottom position, 
explosively drive the floor so your hands come off the ground. Land 
with soft elbows to absorb impact and immediately descend into the 
next rep. If youre more advanced, you can try to add a clap while 
your hands are in the air, or touch your chest with your palms. 


BENCH PRESS 

Three sets of six reps 

Set an incline bench to 

an angle between 30 and 
45 degrees. Begin with 
dumbbells placed in front 
of your shoulders with your 
arms extended. Lower the 
weight to your chest while 
keeping your elbows tucked 
in tight at your ribs. Drive 
the weight back to the start 
position and repeat. 








GET TACTICAL! 


Withthiscombatinspired fitness gear, the only thing left you ll needisthe Blackhawk. 





TACTICAL SANDBAGS 


Lifting, carrying and tossing a heavy sandbag 


IRONSKULLKETTLEBELL TRXFORCE:TACTICAL SUSPENSION TRAINER 
Not only will a kettlebell in your bag equal 1,000 This go-anywhere trainer has gotten a Navy 


SHOP: Са у IMAI NC: 


Vr М 


are among the best ways to develop functional exercises, but if you're not working out with Seth SEAL-inspired makeover. And at 1.5 pounds, you 


strength. These military-tough bags can take a Rollins and Dean Ambrose, the skulls sculpted can pack in your vest and cargo pants for when 
Spear and not burst. That's durable. into these KBs will warn everyone else to step off. you're working out in a helicopter. 
$45-$90; roguefitness.com $65-135; ironskullfitness.com $300; trxtraining.com 
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Kaitlyn 3:16 Says... 









BY KAYLA PARENT PHOTOGRAPHY BY MARIUS BUGGE 





WWE's Hybrid Diva opens up acan of straight talk about fellow Texan Stone Cold Steve Austin, her 
thoughts on office romances, and the McMahon family member shed love a chance to take оп іп the TINE. 


1. What was it about Stone Cold 
Steve Austin that allowed him to 
connect with the crowd so easily? 
He wasnt playing a part, didn't have 
any crazy gear, he just represented 
the people, and we all loved that. 
Plus, who doesn't admire a guy who 
can stand up to his boss? 


2, Would yourather drive a Zam- 
boni or a beer truck to the ring? 
Neither, l'd add athird option and go 
with a cement truck. That would be 
the best choice if you really wanted 
to ruin someone's day. 


3. You're given a huge, three-match 
saga at Mania against anyone— 
whois your opponent? 

Stephanie McMahon! l'd love to see 
our names in lights together because 
she seems untouchable now, and it 
would be epic if we could bring back 
memories of the Austin vs. McMahon 
rivalry with Kaitlyn vs. McMahon. 





1 New Year's Day 


З  WWELiveEvent, Fayetteville, NC; 7:30PM 


4 WWELive Event, Greensboro NC; 7:30PM 
WWE Live Event, Hampton, VA; 230PM 


s WWE Live Event, Roanoke, VA: 5:00PM 
WWE Live Event, Fairfax, VA: 5:00PM 


6 Raw Baltimore, MD: 7:30PM 


7 SmackDown, Philadelphia, PA; 7:00PM 


4. Whatis one thing that never fails 
to make you go Stone Cold? 

AJ Lee. It's all mental with her. Her 
little taunts and mocking comments 
really get under my skin, and she 
ends up making me look like the 
crazy one. 


5. Who did you hope was your 
secret admirer, which turned out 
to be Big E Langston? 

| was hoping for either a gentleman, 
or someone who knew how to work 
a leather jacket. Or just anyone who 
wouldn't drop me on my face during 
live television. 


6. What does "Don't Mess With 
Texas" meanto you? 

When you're from Texas, you're just 
allowed to say that. You're basically 
telling everyone else they really dont 
want to get into it with the toughest 
state in America, or anyone who's 
from there! 


5 


10 WWE Live Event, Wilkes Barre, PA; 7:30PM 


q4 WWE Live Event, Glens Falls, NY, 7.30PM 
WWE Live Event, Buffalo, NY 7:30PM 


12 WWE Live Event, White Plains, NY; 5:00PM 
| WWE Live Event, Montreal, Canada; 5:00PM 


13 Raw, Providence, Al: 7:30PM 
14 SmackDown, Worcester, МА: 7:00PM 
15 OLE: Tables, Ladders & Chairs 2013 on sale now! 


16 


| 4 | | QW . = / 4, i І | L | 
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7. Tell us: What is your most prized 
possession in the whole world? 

If there was a fire and | had to grab 
one thing, | wouldn't be able to 
choose. No object means more to me 
than another. | cherish the intangible: 


my family, friends, and my memories. 


8. What's one thing you always 
warn potential suitors about? 

І do not date anyone І don't know 
well, so guys usually know exactly 
what they're getting into when 

it comes to me. But anyone who 
wants to date me has to accept my 
extremely sarcastic personality, and 
my razor-sharp competitive streak. 
Game on! 


5. Do you believe in office 
romances? 


They are hard to stay away from, but I 


think any and all office romances are 
arecipe for disaster, and rarely ever 
end well. Sorry, guys. 


JANU A AY || WWE e Turn here first to find out when the Superstars will be in your town next!" 


17 WWE Live Event, St. Louis, MO; 7:30PM 


18 WWE Live Event, Cincinnati, ОН: 7:30PM 
WWE Live Event, Hammond, IN 7:30PM 


тә WWE Live Event, Columbus, OH; 5:00PM 
= WWE Live Event, Kalamazoo, MI; 5:00PM 


20 Вам, Dayton, OF; 0PM 


21 SmackDown, brand Rapids, MI; 7:00PM 


24 WWE Live Event, State College, PA: 7:30PM 





10. We're curious—how did your 
last New Year's resolution turn 

out for you? 

| better myself every day, not just 

on January 1”. | like to deal in accom- 
plishments, and this year, | got my 
first action figure, debuted in 

ጠሃ first video game, and won ጠሃ first 
Championship. Thanks, 2013! 


11. What do you think is the coolest 
thing you've done for the WWE 
Divas roster so far? 

| made it acceptable to be something 
other than a cookie-cutter prototype 
for the women in this business. | 
know there are a few who claim 
something similar, but do those 
ladies also look good with two differ- 
ent colors in their hair? 


12. And, last but not least, what 
would Kaitlyn 3:16 say? 

| just Speared your dreams...and your 
reproductive organs. 


WWE Live Event, Reading, РА: 7:30PM 
WWE Live Event, Canton, ОН 7:30PM 
26 Royal Rumble, Pittsburgh, PA; 7:30PM 


27 Raw, Cleveland, ОН; 7:30PM 


28 SmackDown, Toledo, OH; 7:00PM 
29 BastofRaw& SmackDown 2013 in stores now! 
30 


31 WWE Live Event, Miami, FL: 7:30PM 


FOR MORE DF THE STUNNING KAITLYN: Visit WWE COMI 
MAGAZINE/DIVA-DF-MONTH to зве exclusive photos! 


“АП show fines ari regional and subject to change 


STYLING BY SOFIA KARVELA FOR WWW.AGENTOLIVER.COM,; 


HAIR AND MAKEUP BY KYRA DORMAN FOR ARTISTS BY TIMOTHY PRIANO; 


VEST BY LEATHER UP, TOP BY AMERICAN APPAREL, BOTTOMS BY ASOS, NECKLACE BY 


TRASH AND VAUDVILLE, CUFF BY PATRICIA FIELD 





What Do You Know About... WWE Debuts? 

First impressions are everything, and for an 
excited, eager Superstar or Diva, a first night out 
can make or break an entire career! Here are 10 
questions about who made animpact duringtheir 
first night in the ring, and who unintentionally 

fell flat..literally. Curtains up—its go time! 
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ROCKY! ROCKY! ROCKY! 
On the night of his debutat1996's Survivor Series, the future People’s 
Champ became the Sole Survivor for his winning team. Can you pick out 





the members of Rocky’s squad from the Superstars shown below? 


The Stalker | 
і 
i A 









1 i | i : ጾ і | \ | | L| 
"- i — i ” i | ; i | i 
ጻ [ ' ' : [ — ' 
] i i i | ፪ 
The Rock Triple H i Flash Funk i i Em i Jerry Lawler 


Randy Orton made hisin-ring 


Trueor False? Chris Jericho, also 
debutagainstHardcore Holly. On 


known as Y2J, debuted on New 





whichofthe showsbelow didthat occur? 


Year sEve1999 on Raw once the millen- 

niumcountdownran out. А — 
SmackDown 
፪3 Velocity 





In Your House 
| Whichfuture WWE Hallof 
Famer was being viciously at- 
tacked when Rey Mysterio scaled a 
steel cage and leapt off its top on the 
SmackDown of his debut? 
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WHOAMI? 

| Theiconicand 
legendary Undertaker 
debutedat1990's 
Survivor Seriesand 
joined up with The 
Dream Team. During 
that match, on whom 
did he perform ከ15 
very first Tombstone? 





steve Blackmans debut ended 
with him being escorted to jail. 
Which Superstar did he first attempt to 
help,and who was hebeing attacked by? 





Vader; Hart Foundation 
Bret Hart; Owen Hart 

Flash Funk; The Hardy Boys 
Bob Holly; Brooklyn Brawler 





መ Fillintheblanks:Kanedebutedin 

/ ОЮ at б) toconfrontUndertak- 
er.AfterTombstoningsaidbrother, Ө _ 
wonthematch,allowinghimtowin © _ 








ብመ. 
When John Cena answeredanopenchallengefrom Kurt Angle during his 2002 
debut, what quality did the future leader of the Cenation cite himself to have? 


Ruthless Aggression DesiretoDominate Unparalleled Skill Brutal Intelli 








UNSCRAMBLE ME! When! made my debut entrance, [tripped over atwo-by-four 
and fellon my face, losing my helmet in the process? 


ПЕ | RET 


During his April 2007 debut in Milan, 

Italy, Santino Marella won hisfirst 
match against Umaga withsomeassistance . 
from Воршу Lashley. Which WWE champi- 
onshipwasontheline? 





UnitedStates ር 
WWE Tag Team 

Intercontinental 

Cruiserweight 





TIME’S UP! 

Howd you do? Are 
you traveling around 
ona customized bus, 
orare you waitingona 
delayed flight? Match 
your responses to the 
correct answers below 
tosee where you rank 
intermsof WWE Uni- 
verse intelligence. 


LOCAL 
COMPETITOR 








NXT 
ROOKIE 











3'0L'8315VIWNW2OHS IHL 6 "v8 31111 IMM IHL OL diHS BENEIIFITIAM 
ዝ30አ31አ63 LON а 5ገ፳ሃ823ዜነ NMYHS '2 00018 Gdva я ሂ661 ў ў у '9:3HVM 8 OWON ^5 393 P 8 E '666L HE LSNONW NO T310830 3H 351v 7 WIN TWLS IHL 5143803 3XVf OUI ОНУ | 










| E Bree. TRIO й | 
^ f “у S WRESTLINGFIGURES NNM 


1-866 993-FIGURES 


908088 | 
a hop VAN DAM, FANDANGO, 


BILLY GUNN, UNDERTAKER, 
' — KOFI KINGSTON & ea, | 








! ፲፻8 COLTER ani — 
RYBACK. RANDY ORTON. 
MR. PERFECT & BATISTA 


гизе 


| COLLECTIBLES) 


£ | i = | . ያ 
“ሜላ ] " (fn tr ЧА 
: А. | м MEI » M 
А. 
| EM 4 ЖШ ` " Га Li 
| j Р 


| ታጋ Ж! 1 ረጁ = 


| ጓ ኣ ። 
የቴ 1 | Wa 
БИ | | | 
m Р J jl А т " | à i | 
z n і 


5:71. 
ARE йшй WW уў (B vod р D 


"ier ТТУ 


RINGSIDE ТАЯ 
лла) 
DISPLAY — 


n. ER n | г ግሸ 
ይመመዚ ለዩ INTERCONTINENTAL 
ው CHAMPIONSHIP 











LI 
ж 
LJ 
a 


see 


айша айе шаа 


* ማኝ ааа ашай аа шаран ра а а 


From the rise of The Authority and the redemption 
of Rock vs. Cena II to the continuation of “The 
Streak” and the following of the buzzards, 2013 
may be the biggest year WWE's seen yet. We've 

given careful consideration to each and every 

award here. Some you'll agree with; others will 
have you calling for our jobs on Twitter. And now 

we proudly present your winners (and losers)! 
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BY JEFF LABOON AND МАХ BAKKE 
DIGITAL IMAGING BY ERIC HEINTZ 
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Probably the only 
person onthe WWE 
roster who doesn't 
talk about being the 
"Face of WWE” is 
John Cena. That's 
because he’s busy 
actually doing what 
it takes to carry the 
company on his 
broad shoulders. In 
the 11 years since his 
debut, Cena turned 
saying and doing the 
rightthings from a 
gimmick into a way 
of life. He's the man 
who everyone on the 
roster, whether they 
admit it, wants to be. 
It's almost not fair 
that he makes it look 
as easy as he does. 









ОЕ ТНЕ 
YEAR 


There have been 
some bad dudes 

їп WWE this year. 
Names that come to 
mind easily are Triple 
H, Randy Orton, 

Paul Heyman and 

so many others. But 
few Superstars are 
as comfortable in 
their meanness as 
Alberto Del Rio. Asa 
hero, he looked like 
achild wearing an 
uncomfortable suit. 
But as a bad guy, he's 
as happy as a pig in 
aHog Pen Match. 
That'sthe true mark 
of badness. 


EL- : 
Ге 
— 


the company. No 
one isa match for 
Alberto Del Rio." 
| —ALBERTO 
DEL RIO 





THE 2015 WWE MAGAZINE AWARDS 





Zeb Colter 


a lu አጨ | Ра The number of А. 
Н RST "ሚፌሠ TA . ርር. J SummerSlams held ) 
| | М : Es ኣ Е (to date) at ‹ 
AM E N D MENT — EER k ^ Los Angeles's 
AW ARD — à — STAPLES Center. ` 


Daniel Bryan vs. John Cena; SummerSlam, 8/18/13 


Match of the Year 














Zeb Colter came onto 

the scene in 2013 with 
cutting remarks for anyone 
who didn't fit his descrip- 





tion of a "Real American." This match wasnt just for the WWE Championship: | zik 

"even спапепдес OU [t was a referendum on what it means to be а Super- "That was the first time I truly main-evented a 
spoken political personality | star in WWE in 2013 In one corner was Daniel Bryan, WWE event—and it was against the face of the 
d" À the Indies-tested underdog who had to scrape and company. People want to see a contest: two guys 
a aS bidi claw for his spot. But in the other was John Cena, the they like squaring off to see whos best. I think 
— шта sup port face of WWE who looked and acted like the modern John Cena and I gave them that at SummerSlam ' 


his Constitutional right Superstar. This physical, emotional fight epitomized -DANIEL BRYAN 
to say it. everything we love about WWE. 










Damien Sandow СМС | The Prime Time Players On Any Sized Screen К 
Swims After Ніз] “7 6. | “We take pride 


TERETE AOA iss ES | | ё іп being опе 
а. Aa BESTUSE OF THE WWE APP መ 
ыч MEE uno н ! entertaining 
FUNNIEST г pe M ፡ 1 ds tag teams and 
M በ М ENT ; personalities 









Мо one shines brighter online than this tag team. If the app 


wasn't free already, we'd say it’s worth millions of dollars. collectively 





and individu- 
ally that this 
SmackDown, 7/26/13 company has 
Damien Sandow knows a — — in offer. Our 
lot, but not how to swim. “Knowing that Damien is job is to bring 
So when Cody Rhodes not a strong swimmer and it The PTP 
launched his Money knowing how gosh-filthy di dn't ind 
In The Bank briefcase the water there was in the the WWE 
into the Gulf of Mexico, | bay, I would have never መ ለ 
Sandow pathetically “ац App, the WWE 
WA imagined he would App landed on 
пошлураашейанег have the bravado to do The РТР” 
it. We might feel sorry AA ынаан . 
for him, but when | e | У -ТНЕ 
you call everyone an day because It was like | PRIME TIME 
“ignoramus,” it’s hard for watching a horror movie. PLAYERS 
them tosympathize. -CODY RHODES 
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AJ Lee 


Diva of the Year 


While the rest of the Divas bickered about boy- 
friends and go-karts on Total Divas, AJ Lee contin- 
ued her dominant streak as Divas Champion. And 
not only did she wipe the floor with opponents in 
the ring, but she also did it on the mic, delivering a 
scathing promo on the Total Divas cast in August. 








This is her second Diva of the Year award. And with 
no challengers in sight, this Black Widow will likely 
stand atop her peers for yet another 12 months. 





BEST NEW 
LOOK 


Jimmy & Jey Uso 
wanted an extra edge 
over the rest of WWE's 
tag team division, so 
the brothers started 
wearing Polynesian- 
styled face paint in 
tribute to their uncle 
Umaga. That and their 
Siva Tau entrance have 
given the brothers a hell 
of a cultural boost. 
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-ZAJ LEE 


The date AJ Lee 
unveiled her 


punishing finisher, 


the Black 
Widow. 


‘Last year, І said 
It can only get 


downhill from here. І 


didnt think it would 
get better than that. 
50 to keep it going, is 
amazing. Sometimes 
you wonder if things 
are going to be like a 
flash tn the pan. The 
hardest thing to do 
here is stay relevant. 
Were doing some- 
thing great, and thats 
pretty awesome.” 
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Big E Langston 


SOCIAL-MEDIA 
SUPERSTAR Y 
OFTHEVEAR/ — ቄመዬ 
BEST TWEETER ዶዶ ፊይ 


“ል good Tweet is something SSNs 
that everyone can under- + С 
stand. 1 try to make myself SS 
laugh and go from there. 
People don't expect me to be 
funny or clever, so that gives 
me a big leg up." 






Triple H & Randy Orton | 
Conspire Against Daniel Bryan 
At SummerSlam 


SGREWJOB OF THE YEAR 


The childlike joy the WWE Universe experienced when 
Daniel Bryan defeated John Cena was quickly replaced by 
a cynical rage after Triple H attacked the new champ and 
allowed Randy Orton to cash in his Money In The Bank 
contract. It left a bitter taste in everyone's mouth that isn't 
going to go away until we see Bryan atop WWE's pecking 
order as champion again. 


Daniel Bryan 


SUPERSTAR . 
OF THE 
YEAR 


There was atime during 
2013 when Daniel Bryan 
was torturing himself over 
being a “weak link." Now, 
we'd be lost without his 
(bearded) face on Raw. 
He's that integral to WWE 
right now. Bryan's had his 
critics, and none have been 
bigger and louder than the 
new “Authority.” Despite all 
the obstacles they've put in 
front of him, he's knocked 
them down with his vicious 
running knee. He may not 
bethe new "Face of WWE" 
but he's definitely the most 
fun part of it. The year 2015 
was about Daniel Bryan 
becoming a Superstar. Let's 
hope 2014 isthe year he 
becomes a “mega” one. 


“The highlight of 
2013 for me was 

| defeating John 

| Cena forthe WWE 


“inthe main event 
at SummerSlam. 


hat was the high- 
oint of my career. 
awesome to 
n that event. 
wasa dream 
Je since | was 





RETURN 
TO FORM 


The sadistic, remorseless side 

of Randy Orton returned in 2013 
after years of him suppressing 
his true self. The Viper sided with 
The Authority at SummerSlamto 
become the new "Face of WWE" 
and left many Superstars lying 

in his path along the way. 


"Being a bad guy is just more fun. 
Otherwise you worry too much about | 
what the fans think of you. It’s a worry 

I don't like to have. Га rather be myself 
and explore different ways / can 

make people feel uneasy even just by 
walking by and glaring at them." 
—RANDY ORTON 
















WARRIOR OF 
THE YEAR 


The Celtic Warrior put 
everything on the line at 
Money In The Bank, even 
fighting through injuries. 
But more impressively, 


Comeback(s)oftheYear >: 
n | 4 | Swagger days later despite 


If theres one thing the WWE Universe loves almost as much as dance contests, 


his bum shoulder. He de- 
serves a lot of credit for his 


it's Twins. Nikki and Brie Bella brought back some тис ከ needed twin magic in | grit and toughness. We call 
2013, both in the ring—with Bries chase for the Divas Championship—and on E!'s out of work whenever we 
hit show, Total Divas—with their wood-chopping competitions. | 


have a case of the sniffles. 








Roman Reigns played defensive tackle in college, 

so the guy knows how to give a devastating Spear. 
Superstars of all sizes, even Big Show and The Great 
Khali, have felt his powerful Spear. It'll take you out of 
your shoes, and the lunch out of your stomach. 


"I didn't start playing football in college. I've 
been hitting people since / was seven years old. 
And l've always been the biggest, the fastest and 
the strongest guy out there. There's a reason my 
Spear is the baddest maneuver іп WWE-it's 
because l've been doing it since birth." 
—ROMAN REIGNS 


MOST DEVASTATING MOVE ES 





rae CHO መዛ 
" 


* 
Lj 
M * 


ድ | | ፳፪ = 
io. 
ነ l 
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Туе been busting 
my butt in the gym, 
and staying focused 
because tnats wnat 
its about. І know 
that I can still go with 
the youngest апа 
the best Superstars 
on the roster right 
now. The Royal 
Rumble was very 
special. And nothing 
touched it, until 

my brother апа 1 
became Так Team 
Champions. I've 
been wrestling 

for 25 years and 
that might be the 
biggest moment of 
mu career. 
—GOLDUST 





Kane & Undertaker 
Salute Paul Bearer 


MOST 
EMOTIONAL 
MOMENT 


Kane and Undertaker hon- 
ored their longtime man- 
ager with The Phenom's 
signature salute directed 
at Paul Bearer. These 
Brothers of Destruction 
haven't always been on 
the same side, but it was 
heartwarming to see that 
some things are bigger 
than rivalries. 






56 ROYAL RUMBLE ON PAY-PER 


B oW W d PSP 5555 6ጤ6568%56፡ጡ%6፡6ጡ8694፡.68፡86(666668፡ ш о ш ш B B dB d Е 










Number of Hardcore 
Title reigns enjoyed 
by Goldust—one of the 

most іп WWE 
history. 








Stephanie McMahon 


INSULT OF 
THE YEAR 


“B+ Player” 

Raw, 8/19 

Stephanie McMahon totally 
burned Daniel Bryan the 
night after Randy Orton 
ended his minutes-long 
WWE Championship 
reign at Summerslam, 
saying Bryan wasn't quite 
an "A" but a "solid B+" 
player. It was as if she was 
reading from a perfor- 
mance review. It hurt to 
watch, Bryan, because 
we've all been there. 


| Cody Rhodes То The Future 


THE SUPERSTAR TÛ 
WATGHFORIN2014 АЕ" 


1 
ኒ 





After ап emotional 2013, Cody 
Rhodes will own 2014. With the 
WWE Universe squarely in his 


ፌ 
In Memorv of 
Lo corner, there's no stopping him. Е». 


WILLIAM MOODY 
“PAUL BEARER” 


1954-2013 "| was wearing a shirt that 


said 'Rhodes to the Future' 
for several years. / don't 
need to wait forever. And to 


Pas cere ee | 

A a | be less vague, that means 
the WWE or World Heavy- 
weight Title.” 


—CODY RHODES 
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NEWCOMERS 
OF THE YEAR 


We remain fascinated by The Wyatt Family, 
and especially by its charismatic leader, Bray 
Wyatt. He’s amix of Max Cady, Waylon Mercy 
and Justified's Boyd Crowder. Together, that 
makes him all awesome. 





“Il want to make an impact so 
astonishing that they can't stop me 
from reoccurring in their minds. In 
my case, eradicate their greatest fear 


only to replace it with a new one. If the 
WWE Universe says they didn't notice 
me, they simply do not have eyes.” 
—BRAY WYATT 











From juggling and 
fumbling Paul Веагег'5 
urnto dumping 

its contents on 
Undertaker, CM Punk 
dropped jaws опа 
weekly basis with his 
mind games оп The 
Roadto WrestleMania. 
Then he disappeared, 
only to emerge again 
in June, with a leaner, 
but less meaner, look. 
That was, until he 

was betrayed by Paul 
Heyman. Whether 
we're loving him, or 
hating him, or hating 
tolove him, CM Punk 
is alwaysthere to keep 
us guessing. He gets all 
our props for that. 





CONTROVERS 























Bully of 
the Year 


We dont think we re break- 
ing апу big scoop іп this 
feature when we tell you 
that this Ryback guy, hes 
kind of a jerk. This dudes 
been picking on catering 
employees, local talent | 

апа Hornswoggle. Hes ће ЕС 
one guy on the roster who гӯ 4 мд г 
сап таке us feel sorry for و‎ ይ 
Heath Slater. Almost. MN ga 









Tfind it humorous that people look 
at me and call me a bully. I give 
people an opportunity to show cour- 
age. [ts something our country lacks. 
It's a chance to go from being a boy 

to a тап. To be called a bully is very 

unjust in my mind." 

-ВҮВАСК 
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Ey ES!” 


CATCHPHRASE 
OFTHE YEAR 


“I never imagined this 
would be anything more 
than what it is, but it's truly 
taken оп а life of its own 
that people are chanting 

it all the time—even when 
I'm not in the ring. It's really 
cool that one word can 
become a catchphrase." 








BEST HAIR 


Kaitlyn’s hairdo started а 
trend in 2013. Even Seth 
Rollins is two-toned! And 
although it's changed, it's 
still fantastic. “This award 
is unexpected,” Kaitlyn 
says. “Апа awesome! І 
never thought that | would 
end up with two—so polar 
opposite—colors of hair 
and it would work so well. 
I think it represents me 

as a person. І feel like hair 
is who you are, what you 
show the world, and hav- 
ing super hair is awesome 
and helps people learn 
about you. But you never 


MARK HENRY 


Sporting a flamingo-colored 


"A small town, Silsbee, 
Texas, boy done proud. 
«I got a chance to 
travel the world, twice, 
three times, quadruple 





times over. Don't cry know what's next for me." 
jacket Mark Henry gave ® / forme Argentina Pm 
doing enough cryin 
speech during the 6/17/13 edi- TEM 


for the both of us. But 
tion of Raw about his plans or tie Doth oi ሀፍ BU 


to spend more time with his 
children. He fooled everyone, 
especially John Cena... 


І stand before you a 
proud, proud man." 
—MARK HENRY 
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DF THE YEAR ኪው ር | Р ў | ху ) | | , af 1 Dy 4 ነ 35997 ў Ў, — | 
| Jack swagger | — | e. 


Most Improved 
Superstar 


(> ў" | 














When Daniel Bryan 
blamed himself for Team 
Hell ክር failures, Kane 
did everything to keep his 
teammate's spirits high, 
insisting their losses were 
team ones and not just 
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IC 


Jack Swagger is the 
tenth superstar, 
to date, to win 
an Elimination 
Chamber Match. 







1 want fo thank everyone in America who 
has done nothing, who has sat taly by and 
let our country fall into the shape that its in. 
Without them, thered be no need for Jack 


Bryan's fault. So The Big The Real Americans career returned reinvigorated in 2013, Swagger. Thered be no need for Zeb Colter. 
Red Monster may be a defeating Randy Orton to win the Elimination Chamber and We had no other choice to act how we act, 
psychopath who can con- challenge for the World Title at WrestleMania. That spark and say what we have to say because of it.” 
trol fire with his mind, but came also from his new "friend" Zeb Colter, whose fiery | JACK SWAGGER 

he's a damn good friend. rhetoric is almost as intense as Swaggers aggressive style. | 





ЕТЕШ 


HARDEST 
HITTER 


Big Show's fist doesn't 
discriminate. It'll take out our 
heroes, our villains and even 
our legends (sorry, Dusty). 
There are lots of punches 
you don't want to be on the 
receiving end of, and this one 
is at the top of our list. 














"It's an honor to be in a business with 
heavy hitters like Mark Henry, Ryback, 
Brock Lesnar and Sheamus. But ГІІ have 
to say there's been nothing sweeter 
this year than punching out Triple H. He 
was definitely the most deserving of a 
knockout." -BIG SHOW 
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3MB 

A raucous "You suck!” destruction. So much for 
chant for 3MB on the 4/15 the advantage. 3MB proved 
Raw, ended with a roar as that, as long as Heath Slater 
Brock Lesnar manhandled is leading your entourage, 
the “band,” satiating there's no such thing as 

his beastly appetite for strength in numbers. 

















The newfound vicious 
side of The Intellectual 
Savior of the Masses 
earned him a Money In | 
TheBankcontractand 7 . 
vaulted him into the World 
Heavyweight Title pictur | 
at the expense of Tea 
Rhodes Scholars. His cas 
in didn't go as well as wi 
expect from the so-cal 
genius, but who kno 
If anyone is going to le 
more from defeat 
victory, it's this kn 


v < 





Аё) 
ፅ = m - J | 


ШИР 


 “Pvebeen calleda failure because 
— ofwhat happened with John Cena. І 
laugh at that. You all see things in one 
dimension. How do you know what's 
part of my plan? The only definite 

is that lam still your uncrowned 
World Heavyweight Champion.” 








have someti 
todo, andwe 
it done. Even i 
that's to sacrific 
yourself for the 
team." —DEAN 


AMBROSE —— | \ ton Raw, дай 
per-views and 


live events. We 
came in as long 
shots, bubwe ve 
dominated since 
day one. It's tough 
to do thatfora 
year, but thats 
what we did.” 
—SETH ROLLINS 


A. E 












“We brought 
competition UD, 
raised the bar 
and seta new 
standard for the 
tag team division. 
All other teams 
owe us a thank 
you. The Shield 
took over. Of 





course tag team 
wrestling spiked ጠየ 
because of us." E! 


—ROMAN REIGNS 
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Alberto Del Rio Attacks Ricardo Rodriguez 


Breakup of the Year 





222 


ee | 
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Total number of days 
that Alberto Del Rio 
held the World 


Heavyweight 
Championship. 


These two made such a good pair that its an absolute shame that they had 
to gotheir separate ways after Alberto Del Rio attacked Ricardo Rodriguez 


during the 8/5/13 edition of Raw. We really cant imagine Ricardo rolling his "Rs" 
for anyone else in WWE. And thats a huge bummer. 

























"It definitely hurt. This 
was a relationship that B 
lasted years. It came 
out of nowhere for 
me. He lost his friend, 
and his Champion- 
ship, but at least he 
has this." -RICARDO 
RODRIGUEZ 










Kofi Kingston 


MUST UNDERRATED 


No one can match Kofi Kingston's in-ring skills. His ability 
to adjust styles on the fly makes him a constant threat to 
opponents. Even elbow surgery couldn't keep Kingston 
down. If you're not on board the Kofi Kingston bandwag- 
on, you're not watching Raw closely enough. 


"I don't really care what people think about me. I think if 
someone's underrated, that they're under appreciated. 
I'm fully confident in my abilities. | know every night, in 
my mind, that l'm going to have a good match. People 


feel underrated when they think they're not getting the 
credit they deserve. That's why I don't care that much 
about what people think." —Kofi Kingston 











"Ricardo betrayed 








F 


me and his own 


| people. I'm the hero, 


and he turned on us 


x, ай [had to give him 


what ne deserved. We 
will never be friends 
again. -ALBERTO 
DEL RIO 











Alberto Del Rio vs. Big Show 


MOST OVERLOOKED MATCH 


Big Show and Alberto Del Rio set the bar high for 2013 with 
an instant classic Last Man Standing Match on the 1/11/13 
SmackDown. It conjured up memories of Rocky Balboa, as 
the underdog Del Rio won the World Heavyweight Title. 








Antonio Cesaro Swings The Great Khali; 





WWE Battleground 


JAWDROPPING 
MOMENT OF THE YEAR 


Fifteen seconds. That's how long Antonio Cesaro kept the 
seven-foot Great Khali off the ground for this Cesaro Swing. It 
was a moment so impressive, we got dizzy just watching it. 
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[THE 2013! 


Every few months we pack our bags, wave goodbye to Titan Tower and hit the road to photograph the 
Superstars and Divas for the pages of this magazine. We take tons of pictures but for various reasons some 
dont make the cut. Here are a few of our favorites that deserved to see the light of day. Enjoy! 
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CM PUNK. A bruised, battered 


and uncustomarily quiet Punk didn't 
speak a single word while standing 
on set for this poster. He just glared. 


T Р Р = Pap dé /ጥማሜ 
lisi L^  ጌ/ን | 
LA እ. በ 4:71. Ao oe [Гай | 


DAMIEN SANDOW. welcome to 


WWEmerica! Sandow began to pon- 
tificate, but eventually pointed that 
finger at us just like Uncle Sam. 


| Alesis Mel መ "A 
| INCNFF LIE It eai i. od 1 


BRODUS CLAY. the problem 


with shooting The Funkasaurus and 
an actual dinosaur's skull is that we'd 
have to rob a museum to do so. 


። EI. ты D» r.a" | x. Й 
ዘ ያያ] |! ሺፕ ር / ያር ያ ዘበሥ ዚዘ [በ ግለ ህጋ 
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DANIEL BRYAN. wnat was 


meant to be a poster ended up on 
the cutting-room floor thanks to 
Daniel's rapid beard/hair growth. 
































WILLIAM REGAL. воњ wwe 
Mag and The Master Villain celebrat- 
ed a 30-year anniversary in 2013. 
And both look better than ever. 


й. j 477 F 4 1 
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KAITLYN. We can't tell you how 
many times we asked Kaitlyn to kick 
for this particular pic. Enough that 
she was ready to kick us all off set. 


А. Г. "a А ቭ - 1 1 8 т ሽ iem 
(1) імем Urfeans, LA ЛЗ 


BIB E LANGSTON, we're not so 


sure why he was so surprised to be 
receiving this award especially after 
what he did to the lady in the photo 
that's right next to him. 














а የ | | | j^ 


AJ LEE. When we asked as which | ANTONIO CESAR. this man 


classic Superstar she wanted to sure likes to show off his strength, 
embody as "Diva of the Month," she but it's his sense of humor that won 
answered immediately. Plaid is rad! us over. Consider T-Rex neutralized! 
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PAUL HEYMAN. we were abit 


suspicious at first, but as soon as he 
walked on set we instantly became 
"Paul Heyman Gurys/Gals." 
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Lafayette, LA; 2/18/13 (12) Tulsa, OK; 5/13/13 Tulsa, OK: 5/13/13 Pittsburgh, PA; 10/7/13 


3MB. The idea behind this one was RYBACK. For our 2013 “Power KOFI KINGSTON. He is the “Iron ALICIA FOX. No annual “out- 








an homage to the band Stillwater Issue” there was only one Superstar Man” of WWE Mag photo shoots. takes” feature would be complete 
from the film Almost Famous. Heath, | who made sense for the cover. And Everytime we go backstage he's on without the Foxy one. She's always 
Drew and Jinder almost nailed it. here's a look at how we did it. our list. Best streak since 'Taker's. cracking herself (and us) up on set. 


BUT ALICIA FOX 
18 SO DELIGHTFUL.’ 





ù Y 





A 


THE CLOSEST YOU'LL GET TO THE RING WITHOUT BEING BETWEEN THE ROPES 


Year Nominee መ 


Heyman Opens Mouth, Makes Enemy; 
Also—Sky Blue And Grass Green. 


Paul Heyman needs to learn—you catch more 

flies with honey e r His attempt to 

dowi ID lay CM Punk's ለእያ ን rer Big E Langs оп 
on the 10/18/13 edition of SmackDown rubbed Langston 
the ТОПЕ Way. So whe i1 Rybe іск and C ተ 5 Axel comered 
Punk Вія Есате! to his aid. After sending [ከር Heym: in 
guys back-peddling, Big Esc reamed at ጐት ritic, Whos the 
rookie now?!" Fora m lastermind, Heyman doesnt m IOW 
tiit to picta ithe guy who can bench-press more than 
double Cur tis / Axel's W ell it. 10/18, SmackDown 


— 





BY JEFF LABOON 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY CRAIG AMBROSIO 
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Return Of The 





Year Nominee 


The Champ Brings His Considerable 


om 


Talents To South Beach 


No one could've expected John Cena would 
ad return to action only 68 days after elbow surgery. 
E He powered through rehab and came to Miami 

stronger than ever, though. He countered Alberto Del 
Rios Cross Armbreaker by lifting ADR off the ground and 
above his head, before dropping him with ап AA en route 
to clinching his 14" World Title and re igniting —— 
about w пеш Hes actually a cyborg. 1 ell 





‘Ttold everybody I'm 
back апа Гт ready, and I 
don't plan on letting this 
go any time soon." 


JOHN CENA, regarding his grip of the World 
Heavyweight Championship; 10/28/13, Raw 









Match of The Year 
Nominee 





Brothers make the best teammates—they never 
judge your choice of makeup. After getting rehired 
at WWE Battleground, Cody Rhodes and his 
brother, Goldust, continued to create havoc for 
The Authority when they challenged The Shield for 
their WWE Tag Team Titles on the 10/14/13 edition 
of Raw іп а back-and-forth bout. With momentum 
up for grabs, Dean Ambrose interfered, helping 
Roman Reigns spear The Bizarre One through the 
barricade. But before The Shield could capitalize, 
the recently fired Big Show barreled through the 
crowd and KOd the trio, allowing Cody to score the 
decisive pinfall and win the title gold. ፲ር3/ і 
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Stat Slam 


Days between reigns for Goldust, who last held the World Tag Team Titles 
with Booker T before claiming gold with his brother in 2013. 
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Heartbreaker 
Uf The Year 


Shawn Michaels knows the “B+ player” 
critiques too well. But his former student Daniel 
Bryan seemed poised to shed that label and 
gainst Randy Orton 
The guest ref—Michaels—Superkicked Bryan, allowing 
Orton to crawl for the pin. Wait until the parent-teacher 
conference for this one. 10/27, Hell In A Cell 


"In this snakepit, you don’t trust 
anyone—not me, not that soon- 
to-be wife of yours, no one." 


SHAWN MICHAELS, giving a final lesson to former pupil 
Daniel Bryan; 10/28/13, Raw 














Fail Of The al 


Year Nominee Эн 


sandow ee Top Dog, 





Damien Sandow eyes are bigger 
than his stomach, as he illustrated 
Е when he cashed in his MITB contract 

on 14-time World Champion John Cena. 
запасу boldly proved hes a main-event 
player, but his clever attempt to re-injure 
Cenas elbow couldnt stop I he Champ trom 
overcoming запасу ‘Youre Welcome 
maneuver to hitthe AA. On the bright side. at 
least Sandow isnt the first to unsuccessfully 
cash іп. Youre welcome 
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“You have — 
manipulative, and 
you have ruined 
lives. But...it is what's 
best for business." 
KANE, offering his services to The “ай 
Authority; 10/28/13, Raw " = 
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using his World Title opportunity on John Cena. 





It seemed like Summer Rae апа Fandango would become WWES 
biggest power couple after she made her in-ring debut. But another pair 
waltzed into the WWE Universes hearts first, as Tyson Kidd retumed 
froma knee injury to defeat the dancing duo with his wife Natalya. You 
know the playground song: First comes love, then comes marriage, then 
comes a Sharpshooter in the baby carriage 


>INSIDER 


The Hell In A Cell Matri 


Who Survived The Heat In Miami? 





Mark Twain once said, "Its not the size of the dog in the fight, its the size of the 
fightin the dog. That guy said а lot of things, but lets measure if hes right by 
gauging which rookies and former WWE Champions brought the fight at 
WWE Hell In А Cell and who couldnt stand the heat. 














Tag Team Of The 
Year Nominee 


The Wyatts Attack Bryanand Punk 













Even Grays Sports Almanac couldnt have 


Big E Langston 
r Stitches But bruised th 
stitches, but bruised the 
Ryback & Paul Heyman | : 
> CM Punk cut this hulk US. Champ more. 
down to size. 
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Dean Ambrose 
The US. Champ tried to 
flee from Big E. 
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The Miz 

> He brave 
Wyatts, but suffered for it. 


P36 WWE FAN ART OF THE MONTH CONTEST FOR 
January “14. NO PAYMENT OR ENTRY FEE REQUIRED. 
Void where prohibited. Open only to legal residents of 
the 50 United States (and D.C ), 18 and older. Online 
entries must be received between 12:01 am (ET) on 
12/17/13 and 11:59 pm (ET) on 1/20/14 (the "Contest 
Period”). Goto WWWOWWE.COM/MAGATIME/ and cre- 
ate a user profile, then submit your entry by uploading 
artwork depicting WWE Superstars (the "Submissian"). 
Submissions must be two dimensional (flat) and online 
entries must be in іре, ра, or tif format and at least 
300 dpi. To enter by mail, send your Submission, along 
with your name and other information required in the 
Official Rules, to: WWE Fan Art of the Month Contest 

for January "is, Publications, WWE, 1241 East Main St. 


called out The 
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, The Wyatts 


left Мі? out cold. g 


CM Punk M 
Punk made the much larger 
Ryback and Heyman cry uncle 


Lae eee eee eee RRR RRR RRR RRR RRR RRR RRR RRR RRR RRR RRR RRR RRR EE Oe 6 


Stamford, CT 06902. Mail-in entries must be postmarked 
during the Contest Period and received by WWE no later 
than 1/27/14. Limit 1 entry per person regardless of entry 
method, You must own all rights to your Submission, 
assign all such nghts to WWE and acknowledge such as- 
signment at time of entry. Entries will not be retumed, 

You wall not be paid for your Submission. Grand Prize: 
Опе (1) WWE Battleground DVD. Approximate retail value 
("ARV") of Grand Prize: $30 USD Contest subject to 
complete Official Rules available at WWWOWWE.COM and 
ከሃ sending a SASE (VT residents may omit retum postage) 
to: WWE Fan Art of the Month Contest for January "14 
Rules Request, WWE, 1241 East Main SL, Stamford, CT 
06902, Sponsor: WWE, 1241 East Main Street, Stamford, 
CT 06902. © WWE, All rights reserved. 
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These towering monsters 
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YOU GOT THE MIC WWE HALLOWEEN COSTUME CON- 
TEST = JAN. “14 EDITION. NO PAYMENT OR ENTRY FEE 
REQUIRED. Void where prohibited. Contest only open 
to legal residents of 50 United States, D.C. and Canada 
(excluding Quebec), who are at least 18 years old at 
the time of entry. To enter, either email a photo of your 
WWE-inspired Halloween Costume to to magazines 
маме сот (subject: Halloween Costume Contest), or 
mail the photo to "WWE Halloween Costume Contest 

- January '14 Edition, 1241 East Main Street, Stamford, 
CT o6902". All Submissions must include name, date 
of birth, telephone number, e-mail address (if any) 
and home address. E-mail entries must be received 
between 12:01 a.m. (ET) on 12/17/13 and 11:59 p.m. 
(ET) on 01/20/14. Mail-in entries must be postmarked 


predicted The Wyattss savage attacks on CM 
Punk and Daniel Bryan on the 10/28/13 edition 
of Raw. The terrifying trio left each Superstar 
inaheap-even crushing Bryan with a storage 
container. When it seemed like Punk was about 
to receive another triple-team beatdown the 
following week, though, Bryan rushed to his aid 
with a chair, sending The Wyatts back to their 
compound faster than Biff Tannen running 
from Marty McFly. 11/4, Raw 
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Stat Slam! 


Pairs of “brothers” tohold the Tag Team 
Championshipsin WWE, including The 
Hardys, The Strongbows, The Wild Samoans 

and The Brothers of Destruction! 


M007 





፦ * 


i | 
м Wa 


— 
4 


by 01/21/14 and received by 01/27/14. You must own 
all rights to your submission, assign all such rights to 
WWE and acknowledge such assignment at time of 
entry. Submissions will not be returned. You will not 
be paid for your submission. Grand Prize Winner will 
receive one (1) Best WWE PPV5 DVD and have his or her 
Submission published in an upcoming issue of WWE 
Magazine, Approximate retail value ("ARV") of Grand 
Prize: $30. Contest subject to complete Official Rules 
available at WWWWWE.COM and by sending a SASE 
(VT residents may omit retum postage) to: WWE Hal- 
loween Costume Contest - Jan. “14 Edition, WWE, 1241 
East Main St., Stamford, CT 06902. Sponsor: WWE, 
1241 East Main Street, Stamford, CT 06902. © WWE, All 
rights reserved. 
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If watching Dolph Ziggler's physical and emotional 2013 left you wrung out, imagine 
whatit was like for him. But he bounced back—stronger, smarter and smarmier than ever. 
Here, The Show Off reflects on his year, and what its lessons will mean for him in 2014. 


BY MAX BAKKE 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY MARIUS BUGGE 








For you, 2013 wasa year of dizzying highs 
and soul-crushing lows. What kind of effect 
on you does that sort of ride have? 

On a good day, I'm a bitter, angry, chip-on-the- 
shoulder type of guy. So when someone tells me 
| just tore down that house at Raw, I say, “Yeah, 
but you know what? There was this one situation 
where | wasn't in the right place where I wanted 
to be.” I was the World Champ, but I should be 
better. I’m constantly never satisfied with any 
situation, which is both good and bad because 
never being fully happy drives me to be better 
every day...but I don't enjoy the things that | 

do even when I do them great. 


Take usbacktothenight you cashed 
inthe MITB contract. Even a pessimist 
like yourself can't find fault with the 
way everything unfolded, can you? 
The fact that l'm out there fresh against a 
guy who was beaten down, and the crowd 
wasn't sure who was going to win—that's 
atestament to me being as weak as 1 am 
on the show, but we still «ot the audience 
to think that I was going to get screwed 
over again. I loved it because it's about 
entertainment and the unexpected. 1 
couldn't be prouder of that moment. 


But just as you started to gain momentum, 
you had your first truly serious injury. What 
was that experience like? 

For once in my life I felt helpless, because 1 
couldn't control my fate. I was sitting at home 
for weeks with 24-hour headaches. And I started 
thinking I might never be able to come back, or if 
I did, what would happen to me in the ring. I've 
known people who came back from injuries, with 
all that hard work, and no matter what the situa- 
tion, they're never quite the same. 


Wasthere ever a moment when you thought, 
this isn't worthit? 

No, once the pain started to decrease a little each 
day, when І came back, I would make the most of 
it. I never would have thought, "This is not worth 
it.” This is a freak accident, they happen, and 
hopefully, 1 can be better because of it. 


You're always hailed for your work ethic, 
both inside and outside the ring, and іп 
media appearances and in the gym. Has that 
ever been a challenge for you? 

For a while it was. No matter how good you are, 
sometimes you don't even get a chance, so you 
do every extra thing you can. | go to improv 
classes to stay sharp on the mic and in the ring, 
and being able to adjust to any situation. I've 
been in situations when people have either 
become injured or confused or something goes 
wrong in a match, which happens all the time 
and you have to make a quick judgment. It gives 
me a chance to show them my range. I live for 
pressure situations, It's a blast. I'm on Twitter 
because I’m not going to get a chance to talk 

on TV very often. People know John Cena, they 
know what he stands for. They just know me as a 
guy who has awesome matches. 
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You've said that one of the things holding 
youbackis that you look too good getting 
beaten by other guys. How do you become 
someone who looks good in victory, too? 

I wish I could be in some weird universe in 
which I could go against myself and see how 
good I could get beat up by myself. That would 
be the ultimate match for me. There's some 
people in this world who are great talkers, and 
they lack in some other areas. There are some 
people who look like bodybuilders and people 
who make their opponents look great and lack 
in other areas. If this were a video game, I'd be 
995 and 100s in every single category, except for 
height, | guess. I'd be like an 80. 


Whatare yourthoughts ona show like 

E!'s smash-hitreality program, Total Divas? 
Would you ever want to bea castmember 
on something like that? 

A show like Total Divas is great. The key, in this 
day and age, when there are more than just four 
channels, is to hit crossover demographics. 
The people who watch that channel get a real- 
ity show, but also a little sneak peek into the 
Superstars’ lives at home. My favorite thing is 
to watch it and Tweet little jokes along with it. 


But what about a reality show starring The 
Show Off himself, Dolph Ziggler? 

1 don't know. It’s scary always having them 
around, I just feel like you don't have a minute 
to yourself. And I see people crying down 

there all the time. I would love to be involved 
in some way because it's a cool show, and it's 
fun. And you get to see the behind-the-scenes 
Superstars’ characters. I wouldn't want to be a 
full-time character just because I wouldn't have 
а free moment to myself. 





You workreally hard at entertaining others, 
but what makes youlaugh? 

Anything smart, witty and quick. I crave to sit at 

a table with smart people and be able to go back 
and forth. T once had a girlfriend who was a come- 
dian, and she could go back-and-forth with me, 
toe-to-toe, every single time we talked, texted— 
you name it. Nothing is more of a turn-on. 


Going forward, what's going to be the biggest 
challenge for youin 2014? 

The biggest challenge for me is going to be find- 
ing a way to not be stale, when there's floods of 
new guys coming in every single day, wanting 
your spot and challenging you for it, and they're 
new, so it's something fresh, it's something 
different so it makes me step up my game. If you 
can imagine me stepping it up anymore. 


Are you threatened by what you see from 
the younger Superstars on the main roster or 
working down at NXT? 

Absolutely not—unlike some others, 1 welcome 
competition. | wish someone would go on before 
me and make me follow him or her. How moti- 
vating would that be!? No one does that, and if 
someone showed up and did it, І would just be 
forced to be that much better. 


Finally, asa veteran now, do you feel an obli- 
gationtoteachthose younger guys about 
“stealing the show" and being a Superstar? 

[ don't feel like I have to, but as someone who 
wasn't picked to be a leader, when I see some- 
thing from someone else, whether it's a rookie 
or someone who's been in this business for 20 
years, 1 congratulate them on it. When 1 see a 
problem, I'm not afraid to go tell them about it, 
either. I welcome the competition. 
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BEFORE 
THE BELI 


What's on the minds 
of the Superstars and 
Divas during those 
private moments 
as they prepare 
for in-ring combat? 


THISMONTH 


THE BELLAS 


Brie: Nikki and І are really big 
into meditation and prayer. 
Many people like to listen to 
loud music and get pumped 
up, but its actually funny 
Decause Nikki and 1 like quiet 
ness. We like to really collect 
our thoughts, take those deep 
breaths, and really just con 


nect with ourselves. 


Nikki: ‘Not too many people 
do as much meditation before 
their match, and some people 
want to get fired up, scream 
and yell, but Brie and 1 want to 
be in a calm zone. І need that 
quiet space. 1 need to get my 


head in the right area. 


Brie: Because shes my sister, І 
know Г get honest feedback. 
Nikki Knows how to calm me 
down if Im overly nervous, 
and she can tell when Im dis- 
tracted. We ve been together 
for 29 years: She knows what 
to say if 1 look distracted to 
get me back into the mode. 
she knows how to keep me 
on track. And one thing we do 
when were in Gorilla is we ll 
Kiss each other on the cheek 
and slap each others butts. 


do amazing out there. ' 


Nikki: And you dont see a 
lot of people slapping each 
others butts before going oul 


to the ring. 





PHOTOGRAPHY BY HEATHER McLAUGHLIN 
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JOHN CENA DANIEL BRYAN THE ROCK TRIPLEH BROCK LESNAR CM PUNK 


A MUST-HAVE FOR ANY WWE FAN’S COLLECTION! 
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HEYMAN GUY! SWEATERS! | GIFTS FROM WWE 


GO RINGSIDE, BACKSTAGE & INSIDE THE PRIVATE LIVES OF YOUR FAVORITE SUPERSTARS & DIVAS 

WITH WWE MAGAZINE & THE WWE MAGAZINE APP, AN INTERACTIVE EXPERIENCE THAT DELIVERS 

EXCLUSIVE WWE SUPERSTAR INTERVIEWS, STUNNING HI-RES PHOTOS, & ENTERTAINING QUIZZES 
AND GAMES FOR THE WWE UNIVERSE. NOW AVAILABLE ON YOUR FAVORITE TABLETS. 
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